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From the Laojun to the Tianzun : Observations on the development of
the Way of the Celestial Masters during the Northern Dynasties of China
He-shu, Li
(Graduate student of the Department of History, National Taiwan University)
This article focuses on discusses an interesting and significant phenomenon
that the status the Laojun (% % )and the Tianzun(= % )in the Way of the
Celestial Masters (= §#if ), as well as the same variation of some different
materials in Northern Dynasties of China. The paper is divided into two
sections. Firstly, I examine the records of the steles in the Medieval Northern
China and attempt to point out the significations that the amount difference
between the steles of the Laojun and the Tianzun in the history of the Way of
the Celestial Masters. Secondly, I compare with three historical records : Wei
shu Shilao zhi (%% % %), Sui shu Jingji zhi(}s % 5.4 &), Daojiao shihua
xu(ig % F 7 & )and analyze the relations with these historical records.
Furthermore, I also discuss the influences that the Southern Lingbao
Scriptures(& ¥ ) on the Northern the Way of the Celestial Masters and the
final portion of this paper, I offer three observations about the Southern -

Northern culture communication in the Medieval China.

Keywords: Way of the Celestial Masters, Laojun, Tianzun, Lingbao

Scriptures, Southern-Northern culture communication



