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Economy and Environment: Afforesting Wasteland in China
during 1930s
Chia-Hsing Ho
(Graduate student, Department of History, National Chengchi University)
The government of Republic of China had tried to carry out some policies
about forestation in China during 1927-1937. One of those policies was to
encouraged people to claim the public’s wasteland and afforest it. The reasons
of forming this policy could differentiate two parts: economic and
environment. The preparations for this policy started after 1928, the
government organization reshuffled in 1931 and the “forest law” legislated in
1932, according to those preparations, wasteland afforesting policy could
accomplish progressively. During 1928-1937, because of the nation building,
China’s import of woods was more than 353,616,000 yen and went up year by
year. Financial difficulties compelled government and people to cooperation
of wasteland afforesting, and people would increase in revenue and sideline
through this policy. In environment reason, people in China were persecuted
by the flood and drought for a long time, especially the yellow river flooded
many times in 20th century. Forestation could help people to modify flood
and drought, and also could improve daily life. Overall, people executed the
wasteland afforesting policy could improve the economic and environment

conditions.
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