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Crisisand Fear in Rural Society in the Qian-Jia Reign:
Focus on the Qing archives of popular religion and sectarian
[-Chiao Wang
(Ph. D. Candidate, Department of History, Nationa Taiwan University)

In the study of Chinese popular religion, compared with studies on European
witchcraft, there is not enough research on the topic of hostilities and conflicts among
the members of rural society. | use “neighborhood” as a research approach to analyze
the fears and crises in rura society during the Qian-Jia reign. The Qing archival
collections provide many legal confessions from sectarian religious believers and their
leaders and their leaders. These archives provide two new breakthroughs regarding
research approaches. First, not only a breakthrough in researching data, but also the
governmental archives give us a multi-formed, multi-layered, socia history of rura
society in Qian-Jia reign. Neighbors, officials, sectarians, and rebels co-exist in the
same sphere of rural society; they share the same background in the records of
governmental files: this is the major point of this research essay. Both officials and
sectarians are members of local society; they share the same cultural background, live
under the same imperia system. What their imaginations and fears are regarding their

neighborhoods is the main purpose of this essay.

Keywords: sectarian, heterodoxy, fear, neighborhood, folk secret religious sects



