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Animals and War:
the Preparedness of Chinese War-horse
and War-pigeons (1931-1945)

Yang Shan-Yao

Graduate student, Department of History, National Chengchi University

Since Manchurian Incident, the Sino-Japanese relations entered into a status
of white-hot tension. At the moment, Chiang Kai-shek’s military policy focused
mainly on the self-enrichment, so that the military reform and consolidation
were carried out. The performance of war-horses, war-pigeons and the
veterinary profession during the wartime, which discussed in this article, is one
of the examples.

Mainly, there were three management units in charge of military veterinarian
or animals at that time: Army Veterinary School, Department of Animal
Husbandry belonged to Central Agricultural Laboratory, and the Division of
Horse Administration under Department of Military. The three units were
individually responsible for the veterinary industry in three different aspects,
including education, application, and administration.

From the late Qing Dynasty to the establishment of Division of Horse
Administration in 1936, the administration of horse in China was essentially in
a passive status. It was probably caused by the turmoil in China. It started to
have a long-term plan after the Division of Horse Administration was
established. Besides the use of war-horses into cavalries, they were also very
important for artilleries and transportations.

War-pigeons, a way of communication, were highlighted again after World
War I. They also played an obvious role in that era of China. There was a new

training way for war-pigeons and it successfully worked in war fields. When the
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modern equipments could not work, military pigeons would be utilized for an

assistant communication option.

Keywords: war-horse, war-pigeons, veterinary



