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How and Why Mao Changed His Evaluation of Confucius

Fung, Tin Lok

Ph D. Student, Department of History, National Chengchi University

In the Spring and Autumn (770-476 BCE) and Warring States (475-221 BCE)
periods, a hundred schools of thought contend. Confucianism, Mohism, Taoism
and Legalism flourished at the same time. When Qin Shi Huang conquered all
other states, he became the first emperor of a unified China. He ruled the
country by Legalism and burned books and buried Confucian scholars alive in
gully. After the death of the emperor, the empire of Qin Er Shi was overthrown
within a very short period of time. At the beginning of the Han Dynasty, the
emperors believed in Taoism of Yellow Emperor and Lao Tzu and let their
subjects rest and recuperate. When Emperor Han Wu came to power, he carried
out a policy of proscribing all non-Confucian schools of thought and espousing
Confucianism as the orthodox state ideology. Since then, the governing class
always advocated Confucianism. For more than two thousand years, Confucian
classics were the early learning materials for all children, which brought a huge
impact to the society. The founder of Confucianism, Confucius, attained a high
position among the public. Confucianism had a tremendous influence on
Chairman Mao. It also affected the forming and developing of Mao Zedong
Thought. Mao often quoted the Sayings of Confucius in his works and speeches
and commented on them. With the changes of his evaluation of Confucius, Mao
belittled the position of Confucianism in modern China. The proposed research
is aimed to discuss how and why Mao changed his evaluation of Confucius.
This research consists of three sections: (1) The Adoration Period (2) The
Criticism and Inheritance Period (3) The Total Denial Period. Through the

exploration of Mao’s mental experiences, we will have a deeper understanding
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as why Mao changed his attitude towards Confucianism.

Keywords: Mao Zedong, Confucius, Confucianism, Inheritance, Criticism



