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Comparison of Naito Konan, Miyazaki Ichisade
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When we talk about who leaded the Chinese history studies to the new
direction, it should be Naito Konan. He was appointed as professor of oriental
history and began to lecture on “The Modern History of China” at Kyoto
University in 1909. The embryo of “Naito Hypothesis” was brought up at the
same time. In 1914, as the book, Shina ron (Essays on China) which he talked
about the situation after the Revolution of 1911 was published, the more
complete “Naito Hypothesis” was born. After World War II, the history circles
in Japan started to review the history theory of Imperial Japan, and began to
pay attention to ‘“Naito Hypothesis”. The discussion of the periodization of
Chinese history which Naito Konan put forth came with the tide of fashion.
Miyazaki Ichisade is the man who struggled to maintain Naito Hypothesis best
also came from Kyoto University. Though Miyazaki agree with the
periodization of Chinese history which was put forth by Naito, he applied
Kuwabara Jisysuzd’s idea which emphasized the importance of the history of
West Asia. He thought that the process of history of West Asia, China and
Europe developed one by one and influenced one another, then introduced the
concept to discuss the characters of modern China. He enhanced the social
aspect and economic aspect which was rare addressed by Naito Konan as well
and revised the issue that meant the position of common people was promoted.
Naito Hypothesis was also popular in the Sinological circles of USA. Robert M.

Hartwell debated that the regional development and the transformation of
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population density could change the political institutions and social
constructions. He challenged the “theory of despotism in modern China” of
Naito Konan from the local history concepts.

However, the articles which try to address the “modernity” of modern China
had different conclusions under various times and academic atmosphere. I think
that I can generalize two types of the development of the history of modern
China while compare the points of political institutions and social constructions
which issued in the articles, that one is Naito and Miyazaki’s “inherent
advanced” and one is Hartwell’s “stagnation after development”. No matter
what type, the history after Song dynasty is different from the “modern”
Europe.

Under the impact of the hypotheses, there are more and more articles which
from various points of view to discuss the “modernity” of China issued.
Recently, “Song- Yuan-Ming Transformation” theory which makes Song, Yuan
and Ming dynasty as one period attracts lots of consideration as well. We can
discover that the way of discusses more and more incline to idea that “there are
inherent advanced dynamics in the history China”. They think deeply the
continuity in the processes of history and not simply to compare between

dynasties or China with Eurpoe.

Keywords: Naito Konan, Miyazaki Ichisade, Robert M. Hartwell, views of

the T’ang and Sung periods, modern, modernity



