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Liang Qi Chao’s Images as “Scholar” and of the “Old Age” in
the 1920s: A Re-investigation

Chiu, Wen-Hao

Ph. D. Student, Department of History, National Taiwan University

The typical accounts of Liang Qi Chao’s life in the 1920s had been
established in terms of his image either as “scholar” or of the “old age” within
the framework of May Fourth Movement. Compared with abundant literature of
Liang’s earlier life, discussions of his later life after quitting the Beiyang
government(1E7EFJFf) are relatively few. As a result, Liang’s true attitude
toward life and his career plan in the 1920s had been obscured.

In this article, I argue that, Liang’s image as “scholar” is foregrounded to
play down his “political incorrectness,” which was largely established by the
case of KMT’s citations for conferring honors(%#;%). It should be noted,
however, that this image posed an obvious contradiction to his image as
despicable “politician” in the eyes of contemporary Peking intellectuals. On the
other hand, his image of the “old age” was constructed with hindsight from
Liang’s succession of illnesses in the 1920s, but it in fact contradicted to his
optimistic and positive attitude of his health.

By focusing on Liang’s optimistically positive and active attitude in
response to his historical and life situations, this article intends to render a more
truthful image of Liang in his later years based on his own words. Furthermore,
from Liang’s case, it is clear that whether Chinese intellectuals actively
participated, or was passively involved in the political affairs, politic is

everywhere.
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