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Using Buddhism to Save the Country:
The Construction of Liang Qichao’s Idea of Buddhist Politics

Ni, Kuan-nin
Graduate Student, Department of History, National Chengchi University

Scholars have been focused on the discussion about Liang Qichao two in
aspects: political face and academic-oriented face. However, this paper seeks
another face beyond challenge and response force on political action to
implement ideas. Among this scholars of traditional Confucianism and Western
Learning, Liang Qichao was a keen Buddhist intellectual who has written many
articles on Buddhism and Buddbhist history. In the study of Buddhism, it can be
said that he is one of the pioneering figures. The context of Liang Qichao’s
Buddhist studies was under the influence of Buddhist Studies division of the
faithful with a recourse to the rule of Buddhist philosophy into language
patterns. Buddhist thought of Liang Qichao, includes pure research and the
reality of practice guidelines. He thinks that people and the development of the
country can get benefits from Buddhism which shows the construction of the
foundation of his political philosophy.

Keywords: Liang Qichao, national salvation, new citizen, social morality,
Buddhism



