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Using bibliometric techniques, this study investigates the informetric literature from 1992 to 2005, 

including the characteristics of literature growth, docwnent types, countries of publication and authors, core 

journals, docwnent subjects, and author productivity. A total of 1886 unique bibliographic items are retrieved 

from LISA and ERIC and analyzed by Refwork. The distributions of journal articles and core journals are 

examined and identified according to Bradford's law. The results of the study reveal that: . 
Following the linear growth model, informetric literature grows up steadily from 1992 to 2005. Jouinal 

~. 

articles are the main source of literature. Most authors come from U.S.A, India, and Spain. Europe is the most 

active area in publishing and engaging research on informetrics. Scientometrics, Journal of the American Society 

for Information Science and Technology (JASISn, Revista Espanola de Docwnentacion Cientifica, Annals of 

Library and Information Studies, Information Processing and Management, SRELS Journal of Information 

Management are the six most important journals in the field of informetrics. The informetric research 

concentrates on journal documents as its research subjects and scientific and technical fields as its explorative 

spheres. Highly productive authors and the amount of their publication are as follows: Egghe (51 titles), 

Rousseau (45 titles), Glanzel (40 titles), Gupta (35 titles), Braun (26 titles), Moed (23 titles), Schubert (22 titles), 

Garg (21 titles), Cronin (20 titles), and Kalyane (20 titles). 

Informetric researches of 1971-1991 focused mainly on topics of the Bradford's Law, the mathematical 

model, obsolescence, and citation analysis. Studies on Lotka's law and Zipf's law came next. From 1992 to 2005, 

author productivity, citation analysis, literature growth, and obsolescence became the major research topics of 

informetrics. Information retrieval, impact factors, the mathematical model, and frequency distribution were the 

minor ones. 

The informetric research in Taiwan has gradually developed since 1990. Most studies analyzed the 

characteristics of bibliography or citation on the basis of a particular time period, a specific subject area, a 

certain document type, a specific journal, or a particular author. The research of informetrics grew vigorously in 

the late I990s. Thereafter, the studied subject areas have expanded from library and information science to other 

subjects, such as biomedicine, social sciences, and humanities. The studied document types include journal 

documents, gray literature, patent docwnents, conference literature, theses and dissertations, image pictures, and 

Internet resources. 

lHIiUiiI Keyword 
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, J;) Bibliometrics ' 
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, ;\t:}{~ 43.03% ' ~#I'I~2#H5}@~=:&~K=-ili ' 

~{.!l 28.05%~ 26.51 % ' ; ffif1F~f~l~ 
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- ..... 
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...._. 
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2.3% 
...--..~

45 2.25% 

,~*1§2 32 1.6% 
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ft~ 
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(1.46%) , 23 fjlmX:PfT{t!:itt$.!§f~'& 1% ;!'t0 
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g$fElt1ft 0 

http:f&-mpf;~~1ffl(2.37


-------

---

~ 61 Wl 

~fl ~ ~fl
WHU~ x.~ 

CW:lfU~*X~~) (mIfUI9:*Z.~)%MfU~ 
~ 

• 905 46.19%t=; 1 


52.78%1 
 1034
a±=i 
! 


56.10%65 
 3 
 1099
1 


58.75%1 
 52 
 4 
 1151 


47 
 5 1198 
 61.15%1 


1 
 46 
 6 
 1244 
 63.50% 

65.69%43 
 7 
 1287
1 


67.68%I 
 39 
 8 1326 


1 
 36 
 1362 
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30 
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 74.17% 
- ...----...-..~-.-

17
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 13 
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 75.03% 

15 
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B 2 14 
 16 
 1513 
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1 13 
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 1526 
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12 
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 79.73%3 


2 11 
 22 
 1584 
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1 10 
 23 
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._---

30
7 
 9 
 1657 
 84.58% 

8 
 1681 
 85.8%3 
 33 
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 7 
 35 
 1695 
 86.52% 
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 36 
 1701 
 86.83%1 


5 
 5 
 41 
 1726 
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4 
 55 
 1782 90.96%14 


16 
 71 1830 
 93.41%3 


2
28 
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 96.27% 

•73 1 
 172 1959 
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