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The Leadership of “the Pirate King”
NAGAI, Ryuji’
Abstract

ONE PIECE is Oda Eiichird’s popular comic series featuring
in Weekly Shonen JUMP magazine (Syieisya) since July, 1997.
Its total circulation in Japan has surpassed 430 million copies on
October, 2017. Seeing “ONE PIECE exhibition” was held in
Taiwan on July 2014, ONE PIECE has become a comic work which
cannot be neglected when regarding Japanese culture.

As what the protagonist Luffy always claims in the story, “I,
will become the King of Pirates!”, this research focuses on
Luffy’s aim to become the most powerful “king” in ONE PIECE
world. This comic series depict the process of how the main
character becomes “the King of Pirates” in an elaborate manner.
By doing so, it persuades not only characters in the stories but
readers in the modern world why the protagonist has become the
appropriate figure to be “the King of Pirates.” In the modern
Japan where democratic values are at least shared and supported,
what kind of structure does a story of creating a “king” have?

This paper pays attention on Luffy’s quality as a leader.

Keyword: King of Pirates (the Pirate King), ONEPIECE, legend

of monarchy, democracy, leadership
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