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On You 'Again’ and Zai 'Repeatedly’: Structure, Meaning, Usage and Its
Pedagogical Implication on Teaching Materials and Pedagogical Grammar

Abstract

"You" and “zai" are very common synonyms in Chinese, both of which can be used to
express the repetition of actions or states, but they are not always interchangeable in
any case. If used improperly, mistakes will be caused, which often happen to Chinese
learners (Gao & Zhang, 2008). Nowadays, three Chinese textbooks commonly used in
Taiwan are A Course in Contemporary Chinese, Practical Audio-Visual Chinese(3rd),
and Far East Everyday Chinese. After investigating these three Chinese textbooks, we
found that the occurrence order of the words and grammars related to "you™ and "zai"
is not consistent. Taking "bie zai" as an example, the A Course in Contemporary
Chinese and the Far East Everyday Chinese are included in the second volume, while
the Practical Audio-Visual Chinese(3rd) is included in the fourth volume. In addition,
"you" and "zai" can both represent the meaning of "repetition”, but only the Far East
Everyday Chinese compares the difference between "you" and "zai".

It can be seen from the above that the words and grammar points related to "you™ and
"zai" are not explained well, and the order of occurrence is inconsistent. In order to
help Chinese learners, this study uses the content analysis method, based on the
meaning of "you" and "zai", and then analyzes and investigates the description and
occurrence order of "you" and "zai" in Chinese textbooks. At the same time, the
corpus of native speakers and learners are also used for corpus collection and analysis,
and the results of the analysis are used as the basis for semantic sorting. The difficulty
of syntactic structures of "you" and “zai" are ranked by the principles of difficulty
proposed by Teng (2015), and the suggestions for textbook compilation are put
forward.

The results of this study are as follows: we based on the previous literature on "you"
and "zai" and put forward a complete definition after discussing and analyzing; In
what form do "you" and "zai" appear in the textbook, and whether the content
described is appropriate; The semantic and related grammatical structures are sorted
based on the data obtained from the analysis of the corpus of native speakers and
learners, and the principles of difficulty judgment. Therefore, the academic value and
contribution of this study lies in correcting the omission of "you" and "zai" in Chinese
textbooks and proposing the appropriate teaching sequence. It is also expected that the
results of this study will give specific advice to Chinese language teachers and
compilers of Chinese language textbooks, and that learners will be able to understand
2
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the similarities and differences between the two after learning the relevant vocabulary
and grammar points of "you" and "zai".

Key words: Chinese teaching materials, pedagogical grammar, similar adverbs,
corpus, Mandarin you, Mandarin zai
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(Li & Thompson » 1981)

: He said he wasn’t coming again, but afterwards he did come again.
: want one more.
: wanted to come again, but after all didn’t come again.
: Even if it gets colder, | won’t mind it.
: He is eating again.
: He ate again yesterday.
: He brought a cat and also purchased a dog.
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9 JE37 : He' |l eat again tomorrow.
10 |57 @ (You) eat again!
1 [E=7 ¢ After old Zhang left here, he has never come back.
12 537+ He again wants to eat tomorrow.
18 [H7 : He wants to eat again tomorrow.
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