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Abstract

The rise of the Korean wave has led to a continual increase in learners of
Korean language in Taiwan; some indicators have revealed that these learners exhibit
a certain level of demand for fluency in Korean. Therefore, a systematic and localize

d Korean teaching system must be established in Taiwan.

Korean language learners with Mandarin as their mother language are faced
with numerous challenges and mispronunciation no matter how many studies have be
en conducted on the difference between Korean phonemes and Mandarin phonemes.
This is because in Korean, a pronunciation unit is constituted by a syllable rather tha
n a single phoneme. A syllable comprises multiple phonemes, the combination of whi
ch is limited by specific constraints. Consequently, Korean language learners are boun
d to be challenged by syllables that do not exist in their mother languages; even if t
he target language has a phonemic structure completely identical to that of the mothe
r language, the difference in their phoneme combinations can prevent learners’ correct

pronunciation in the target language.

This paper focuses on the constraints in phoneme combinations; that is, this
paper discusses the effect of the phonemic structure differences between Korean and
Mandarin on Taiwanese people’s Korean learning. The purpose of this study is to ide
ntify the types of Korean pronunciation that are relatively unfamiliar to Taiwanese le
arners. The differences between Korean and Mandarin regarding their syllable structur
es and constraints in phoneme combinations will be examined to predict the pronunci
ation problems Taiwanese learners encounter in Korean learning. Finally, a pronunciati
on experiment will be conducted with these learners on these problematic Korean syll

ables to confirm the actual difficulties the learners encounter in Korean pronunciation.

Key words: Korean Education, Chinese, Korean, Pronunciation Education, Syllable
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