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Abstract

Hegemonic masculinities, as demonstrated in this research, obviously exists in
Taiwan’s gay community. In a way, gay community in Taiwan replicates the
heterosexual system and norms of the mainstream society. This can be observed in the
wide admiration of masculinity and rejection of or discrimination against femininity
among gay themselves. Specifically, whilst hunk gay enjoys enormous popularity,
slight and/ or chubby gay tend to be looked down upon or discriminated against. This
thesis aims to study the hegemonic masculinities of the gay community in Taiwan

through narrative analysis of the life stories of four gay of feminine personality traits.

Semi-structured interviews were conducted. It is found in this research that very
different from the common perception that most if not all gay acaquire feminine
personalities and tend to present their feminine images, masculinity is the norm of the
gay community which dominates the relationships of gay couples and how gay people
regard each other, hence hegemonic mascunility. Different from the existing studies,
this thesis also finds that: first, gay intervied in this research have formed their gay
identities within a relatively short period of time and not experienced difficulties;
secondly, they were not discriminated against or bullied when serving in the military,
which has been considered to be an environment unfriendly towards gay people;
finally, the pattern of the relationships of gay couple is no different from that of
heterosexual couples. This thesis concludes that hegemonic masculinities do exist in
Taiwan's gay community which could potentially be oppressive and discriminative for

gay of feminine personality traits. Yet instead of seeing themselves and acting as

victims, the interviewees in this thesis have exercised their agency and developed
their own strategies to live the lives they want to have.

Keywords: gay, hegemonic masculinities, feminine, narrative research, life story
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