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Abstract

The aim of this thesis is to look into the relationship between Russia and
Germany via Neoclassical Realist theory. Germany has been the largest importer of
Russian natural gas among the European Union member countries. In order to secure
energy imports and exports and reduce transportation costs, the two countries initiated
a project of offshore natural gas pipeline from Russia to Germany named Nord
Stream.

While structural Realists could not explain the causes of the dissolution of the
Soviet Union, Neoclassical Realists comprehensively illuminated the factors in three
aspects. Because of this, numerous scholars have started to study the theories and
frameworks of Neoclassical Realism and analyzed the foreign policy of a country
with the three aspects: International Politics, Internal Politics, and Leader Images.
This thesis deals with Russo-German relations through these 3 indicators.

This thesis focuses on the dynamics of energy cooperation between Russia and
Germany. The Nord Stream Project includes Nord Stream 1 and Nord Stream 2. Nord
Stream 1 was completed in 2011, and the Ukraine crisis occurred during the
construction of Nord Stream 2, which has caused much discussion whether the project
would be implemented successfully. In this thesis, Russian and German views on the
Ukraine crisis, pressure from world opinion Russia and Germany each were under, the
opposite stands taken on the issue in the two countries, and their leaders' images are
explored with Neoclassical Realism. The development of Nord Stream 2 is also
discussed.

Nord Stream is the most controversial natural gas pipeline project. Due to the
clash of politics and economics, it has been fiercely opposed by the neighboring
countries. This thesis also addresses how the president of Russia, Putin, and the prime
minister of Germany, Merkel, have faced international pressures, the attention of their
domestic political parties and media, as well as their positions and views on the

project.

Keywords: Neoclassical Realism, Russo-German relations, Ukraine crisis, Nord

Stream, energy cooperation
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