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How We Organize The First LGBT March in Miaoli

Abstract

The first LGBT march organized by the Miaoli youth not only echoed the traditional
theories of social movements, but also conformed to the politicized mode of operation of
social movements in the context of Taiwan. The march in Miaoli inherited the history of the
gay and lesbian movement from overturning stigma to fighting for equal rights, entering the
new era of same-sex marriage. Under the name of "marriage equality”, the movement brought
about the best results in Asia through top-down political lobbying and law making. At the
same time, the gay and lesbian movement has also gradually entered the next stage: the
localization of the movement. This essay takes this issue as a starting point, documenting the
process by which a group of young people from Miaoli organized a march in our hometown.
In Miaoli, where young people had once felt helpless and disappointed, we engaged in
dialogue with senior citizens who had different perspectives, and tried to find a new way out.
Through the researcher's own participatory observations and in-depth interviews, this paper
finds that the life stories of the participants are closely related to gender issues. In the midst of
personal development and social changes, the Miaoli rally provided a platform for these
young people to shape their sense of identity. In the past, Miaoli was regarded as "old and

blue," and the opportunity for change has emerged.

Keywords: Miaoli, Same-sex marriage, social movement, localization, qualitative research
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