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Abstract

“2.5-dimensional” formed by Japanese content producers and consumers (fans)
is used to describe presentations based on Japanese manga, animation and video
games. 2.5-dimensional marketing has developed in many fascinating ways which
emphasize on the atmosphere, consumer imagination and experience. Costume play
(cosplay), seiyii, musicals, anime pilgrimage, VOCALOID belong to the category of
2.5-dimensional marketing and occupy a large proportion of Japanese content

industry since 2010’s.

This study is based on Japanese 2.5-dimensional musicals which is one of the
most effective genre of current 2.5-dimensional marketing and focuses on media
mix and character marketing, distinctive narrative model of Japanese contents, the
ways consumers interpret Japanese contents and fan behaviors. The main research
methods are qualitative data analysis and in-depth interviews. Through collating and
summarizing academic literature, speeches by industry insiders, market sizes, mass
media reports and personal experience of respondents, this study aims to investigate
the strategies used by producers to sell 2.5-dimensional merchandise and the main
factors that influence the consumers actions and choices. This study also analyzes
the critical success factors of Japanese 2.5-dimensional musicals and reveals the
indispensable element of Japanese 2.5-dimensional musicals, which formed by

“interpretive communities” between producers (provider) and audience (receiver).

Keywords: 2.5-dimensional, musical, content industry in Japan, fandom, media mix
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