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Abstract

Kiyozawa Manshi is the pioneer of Modern Japanese Buddhism. Kiyozawa
Manshi took the faith of Shin Buddhism as the fundamental spirit of religion a
nd developed his philosophy of Seishin Shugi, reinvigorating the role of Shin B
uddhism philosophy in modern culture exchange between the East and the Wes
t. This article studies the philosophical thoughts of Kiyozawa through the lenses

of comparative thinking and comparative religion, so as to develop deeper under

standing of Kiyozawa's Shin Buddhism thoughts and to compare the relationship
between the infinite and the finite individual self of Shin Buddhism’s “Other P
ower” and Chinese Confucianism’s “Unity of Heaven and Man”.

This article starts with explaining Shinran's teaching that Kiyozawa inherite
d and the philosophical issues that existed in Kiyozawa’s time of Meiji Japan, w
hich together reveal Kiyozawa’s path to the realization of “Other Power” belief.

The next part of the article discusses the intellectual history of the Pure Land
Buddhism, elaborates Shinran’s Shin Buddhism teaching thorough Kyogydshinsho
Tannisho, and uses Shinran as a reference to investigate the relationship betwee
n Kiyozawa’s philosophy and Shin Buddhism. The article then extends to the in
tellectual history of Confucianism and elaborates the idea of “Unity of Heaven
and Man” through "The Analects" and “Mencius”. The article concludes with a
comparative study and summary of “Other Power” and “Unity of Heaven and
Man”. The purpose of this study is to develop in-depth understanding of Kiyoz
awa’s thoughts and contribute to the future study of Chinese and Japanese religi

ous philosophy.

Keywords: Kiyozawa Manshi, Shin Buddhism, Chinese Confucianism, Other Po

wer, Unity of Heaven and Man
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