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George Lakoff(1972)#% 213 & ¢ # 7 #oR (L@ 3 17 hedge 2REFE 2 18 > #72
NFSAPMAL  REFFEF ARG ERPETRA REF AT
P TUEF R E R B ERR A LA RRR KR F T . F OO

r2 ¢k > Hyland(1996) ~ Varttala(2001) ¥ 4p i 580 &3 B & 4o Fim~ @ » 7
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Abstract

Since George Lakoff(1972) referred to the phrases and words with vagueness as
hedges, multiple related studies had been proposed. Hedging in utterances seems to
violate the cooperative maxims, but it is actually used to limit or loosen the boundary
of meanings in order to follow the rules in conversation. Besides hedging in verbal
conversation, Hyland (1996) and Varttala(2001) also found numerous hedges in
formal writing such as academic studies. Although the categorization of hedges has
been disputable, it is widely accepted that the functions of hedges are classified into
social function, semantic function, and convincing function.

Yi-Ting Chen (2008) generalized the lexical and non-lexical examples of hedges in
Taiwan spoken discourse. Yet, her study seldom discussed hedging in formal speech.
Therefore, this study uses the 2019 Taiwan Presidential Debate as the material for
textual analysis, aiming to examine the hedges used in different forms of formal
speech, including presenting policies, rebutting arguments, and answering questions.
The result of this thesis is that hedging in formal speech is universal. The candidates
applied similar percentages of hedges in their articulation. In addition, they tended to

use more hedges in impromptu speaking than in prepared occasions. The main
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function of the hedges in formal speech is making the semantic boundary either

vaguer or more precise. Hedging in formal speech also demonstrates the social and

convincing functions while containing the features of both academic writing and daily

conversation. As the result of the thesis suggests, although the usage of hedges differs

from ages, genders, experiences, and political power, it still shares the commonality

that speakers rely more on hedging in unscripted remarks to avoid risks.

Keywords: hedges, formal speech, conversation strategy, the cooperation maxims,

face
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George Lakoff(1972)# i 23 & & /& 4|32 % (prototype) ¥ § 4 ¥ 12 T_& ks 3@
oA N LR AP SRR AL TR SO g i R
FWFRFFOLELLHRFL L UWIFL DGR - FF Y 5w
WS HOGE ~ LR B 2 REE R > A hedge - N AKE F i 0 A
By R R e Bt e
1245 Cambridge dictionary" » L3 hedge ek 3, % #fdk > BISETEH - B 52
o P RLBREA IO B o PP L 2 WA AT R BB 3
TS BRGSO E R R B L LR E B o T

BN R S A BES R REE G ET RROLA -

! https://dictionary.cambridge.org/zht/z 2 /3 35 /485 2E -
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/zht/詞典/英語/hedge
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13510 2008 & (87 § BILR@FEF 5 A K N it T

1. R. Lakoff 1975 #-.#r:F & 5 ¢ &7 3 & j (legitimate) 2 2 & ¢+ 1 § £ 12
(justifiable) fEx¢ it » % F S & EH LR 23 2 £ RA S L F RILHF
REF R RFOF LR

2.Holmes 1982 77 3 # &3 » # MR » 5 3 AR - B F T T Lo

- fe Bs e (modal) 1 2 £ i 48 o i fo st PR enl R B4 37 (affective) » »5 b a4 4F ¢
HEFE O AREHOP AL~ T 0 SR L

3. Prince et. al 1982 & v 3F 354 A At B2 w3E ~ 5 1T 12 (approximators) frif e
(shields) = zg » = iﬂf BILAFEa I o E R i (8 ﬁ TR S TSI
RGBS T i

4. Hibler 1983 -3 3% » = JF {o3% (Understatements) 2 j% & 335 (hedges) » # it

PR E R B RIEE TR

22 Prince et.al 4 8 4p 07 0 dﬂf i AF S e A B
ENESER SRS R A

5. Hyland 1998 & #f 22 72 L 7 JF,Z Pl oood T E RS &R R R R
AR G RDREF A 5 N F e (content-oriented) 14 2 3 f B
(reader-oriented) » % % £ 3 et L B O HE e R LIRS (LK PIEE
PATE R TEEH R ot it o BB B O " BFE chessp i3 An g b > s

EoRan A fLu 2 LR AR A e AR 0 BT Hyland ena SRR BRI =

fin
e

TR REEHE S L

o PR AT OB IARE T R RN BRSO AR R SR
SAFO R T RANBELIA  RAFHFHR I OLFIRRZ L] HFL

Zikeds (N 97)e PO r T R o AR LG FE LA ST B
T A4 o P21
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%‘;\!:' o
RIpA R TN Eﬁéxﬁ :
1 FR i
aHks Bk 3 & 23 1 7 (G.Lakoff 1972 R. Lakoff 1975 > Holmes 1982 - Prince
et. al 1982 - Hubler 1983)
b.i3 &4 @ i3 4F nﬁ‘z = # (R. Lakoff 1975 - Prince et. al 1982 > Hubler 1983)
2.4 BBAL L At
Al BieF F WALV L %~ 5 F £ )= £ (Holmes 1982 - Brown and
Levinson 1987 » Varttala2001 » & 2008)
b.iule i @ & EP-¥ 3Lk (Varttala2001)
3.k 51 Hrh gy
ad T AP REH LTI R LT 2 (Holmes 1982 > Hyland 1998)
bR ¢ 3 R A | ;ru—‘ﬁ it (Holmes 1982 » Hyland 1998)
dONER R AR e BRSSP 2 B R R > H 3
Wl R A e o i R EE o FIUN AR BRI 40 A BE R PR AT A h Y RIS

PR AFE S AR EEE 0 L HET Hyland A sEECAIRAR o

- & ‘Fi‘ﬁ"ﬁ‘gi Y

FEEZ T P T g TR TR AR R Y R Y Rt
AP AP BT for B 7 @ g S fosgaly 3 7L 8 > £ 2 E Holmes
1982 2 2 Hyland & 1996,1998,2005 & 1> R#FF cflFim> ¢ @ * 3 N 2 5y
A Y o Varttalas #2001 #-7 AR L B2 ¢ EREFE 2 A F 3 o

- H AL T NH BT FEREFRY [T G A T Y WO R
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Prince et. al 7 1982 # 82§ &40 3F ¢ R F R 7343k 0 4k I eha S dr
5 L SRR R AL Ao vk ke ApE £ - 3T 2008
EOFTFEHRBET L REZD VAR DB BREF R PEEF AT
FREs T MY PRFFRFRELF DRATEHN > X H 1 aE s E{oFF
WA s A o

P R EF T Y REF R Fleo 4 7 R 2R A RS
oo Ehoi BT R E AT FER Y NG AT TR AR PBR LA
CHERET PRI B STk G B E SRR Y g i v 2
FEFRA G AAR P ARG R DR T o REF i A% €A

Tw E A EAEE AL REE TN PR AH AL B

ETS

o
HREFF AL FEF IS T R F A BT ERRRRAER LT

7},'@ o FX ;L“ 15::‘.‘,{&\7’[
LR peh 2 BBV s @ v B 2 0 bl Y 5 o
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$- 8 3 HE Rl

PETHY A AAF A IS T AL VR Ay ¢
Fg BRF R v RS BRI AR SRR T T - B o
Grice (1967) # M & ¥id® » B F{rdsdH 2 T LRyt T Y A E 5 o0

@ 57 (conversational implicature)£_%] 3 E} T3 w BAZ &R (supermaxims) o i 33
S A S - s X e R tE R )T*‘»‘i%@’é’é"ﬁ WY 5 SRR A
(cooperative principle) 4 it = = — S ¥iE o SiTRAle zw B FP > £ 272
U RIEE - e
1. & & p] (Quantity) 4% =2 5 1 4, to make the contribution on what is true
1-1.4% & & 45 = 4 & make the contribution as informative as is required
1-2. # & & &:F % 0 4 do not make the contribution more informative than is
required
2. Frendp) (Quality) @ 3 p @ 4p 5 5 E 973 to say what the speaker believe is
truth

2-1. * RIp & 4P 5 453 0% - do not say what the speaker believe to be

false

2-2.% & @ 0 FEdp 0¥ F do not say that for which the speaker lack adequate

evidence
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3. i &R (Relation) :%#F =4840 M be relevant
4. = = % p) (Manner) : 3 & f§ 7% 7F #5730 4 to provide the information in a clear
way

4-1. & §. 44 # 5 avoid obscurity of expression

4-2. ¥ A S ¥ a2 avoid ambiguity

4-3. = PepF AP be orderly

4-4. {5 % P B be brief

45, FHEF S R LG v R F 232 choose the suitable expression
which other side could give the appropriate responds (1981)

15 ¢ i & ¥ & 2] (the cooperative principle) & $t3# ¢ % — BIFE NG & oo

Flrmw g s P e R RHEFEL I Pl RE L p ¥ 92
P d A BEF &A% 28 T Grice BRI L 0 ¢ 253 (7 5 (speech acts)

MR - A kY At Al jend B & i > 4o Leech’s (1983) e ) ¢
A R frﬂf;fs ¢ 1 4 Bill - Agatha <> ¥v¢ 7 We’ll all miss Bill and Agatha, won’t
we?
B: wg o A ﬂF’K ¢ & Bill &2 Well, we’ll all miss Bill.
TEHFRP RO T R }_@‘} PBEITRAPRT-BRIAFHELTE FE4FIA A

HrE o XA P ERPRA S FEL RS ST R o KB iy § T

MR R E G L FTRE R ST @A AR B ERET L ERA R
ZiE e B3 0 - ¥ Agatha ehR 230 o > Leech (1983)4% ft i i i ¥ ¥
%

WREF & TERRETE S S0 @ = AR R R (the politeness principle) -

Leech (1983)# i1 4 j2 & | (the Politeness principle ) k4 “fex £ & (R Al > * 12

% Leech, G. N. (1996). Principles of pragmatics. London: Longman.
7
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PR RGEKEF £ ERRIE L - o UL SRR 5 Leech 4

A B R AT

1.

3-1.

15 %8 2& P Tact maxim

1-1. &6 4 v 5 Minimize cost to other.

1-2. 73k 8 4 17 F Maximize benefit to other.

18 P 2 B Generosity maxim
2-1. >E& p & ©# F Minimize benefit to self.
2-2. %3 p & v, k5 Maximize cost to self.
#FZ 2 p Approbation maxim

‘b pg_t w] £ Minimize dispraise of other,
3-2. % =] 4 Maximize praise of other.
3k & B Modest maxim
4-1. > figFp & Minimize praise of self.
4-2. %Pz p @ Maximize dispraise of self.

- IR % P Agreement maxim

5-1. B EGEES £ L7 B Minimize disagreement between self and other.

5-2. s 4vikiE 2 & 24P Maximize agreement between self and other.

F & B Sympathy maxim

6-1. U EES HR 7 — & Minimize antipathy between self and other.
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6-2. e E > HR - & Maximize sympathy between self and other.

Leech e IR A F & A = a fA5EA] 1 4] p & e I 88 A - 8 TR

Eljﬁj’@ﬁ—'fz{j&ué‘it‘ Eﬁ—ﬁﬁﬁj‘}" LEE] ’L_L%_\é'—l‘\‘é'}l. @’J‘?’é%‘fr

N)
R0
3

3\
18
Y

HEP PR FT R e BARTHRRBA B LT AT H R i
Frd oL Fp - R R AP FEERDRF{ N RAF O o

»2 7 Leech r2 ¢ » Brown and Levinson (1987) » 3% ji7 & 4c 12 Eﬁ.&p\/ﬁ\
#g = m + = § {7 5 (face threating acts) ™ 2 & =+ $t4¢ {7 5 ( face saving acts) » 1 ©

IR AR oL 5 S I AR K £ 75 F 7 5 (speech

acts)Hi‘“rE‘} = el 4] o 3 7 5 I % (Speech acts theory ) % 1962 & d
Austin A g = > fA8EA] o 2 - BT TFFAF *ﬁ“ 3 B i £ Grice
el pl ok 5 ¢k 2. & (illocution) k i£ 3| 3 8 {7 % (perlocution) 4 ié 7 ﬁ =t

RAl B AR FAREHT R PR Aa T TP T RARER
FasrUb HE S o F 8 T o e kB jRT b2 R MR hER L

& + (Face)™ maks = ff & + (positive face)) 2 /i & m + (negative face) -
HEG T EFE AR LA F L B EREREAARIESLE T LR B
RO TEASFIEEAP R LR e+ Brownand Levinson 3 3R e fE
Fim™ o R E g aHE %ﬁv* - BEF RERGEEREE Y - A 5“%*‘»5'—\%
ERF o 1995 Varttala(2001) 3 % chg i > # 305 REFF ",ﬁ% T AET W ER o
o a TR N ARG 0 B4k B B

7R3E AR+ 2% 0 Inaway, that painting is beautiful.
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G.Lakoff(1972) & i #3Z A 8 ¥ chfihs & A 4c 1R E chg (50 T #5673 P FEeh
PR A s R (hedges) o s 4 I RE AB A o 3 A IR GEE R A T (value)

A3 $oss 2. B ensb i > G.Lakoff £ 6] p 40

a) John & - B ¥ £% - Johnisa bachelor.
b) John ¥ - B £ /<78 £ % - Johnis aregular bachelor.

G.Lakoff P it d B 6|3 f2 5 615 la 36 2 28 John - BH L7,
ekl 1b ¢ John # M E BREENARE ~ ¥ ¥ g AMFGE L I Mo BiE
e M BT P F O AT i F A anfEid S v o Gllakoff ¥ b - B AR b
5_&‘_4—,; .

2.
a) Bt R gw A Af 48 o Strictly speaking, a whale is a mammal.
b) <% @ % > fw.d 2% - Loosely speaking, a whale is a fish.

R BRBFORLELIF G0 8 DETER AT S AL R E MR &

* Lakoff, George. (1973). Hedges: A Study In Meaning Criteria And The Logic Of Fuzzy Concepts.
Journal of Philosophical Logic, 2, 474.
® Lakoff, George. (1973). Hedges: A Study In Meaning Criteria And The Logic Of Fuzzy Concepts.
Journal of Philosophical Logic, 2, 475.
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Rengr i o ¢ R AR 2a dE R R 0 BIRCE dr 4 ofiag AT A
2bm@w%ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂ%ﬁi%éﬁﬁi%@%iﬁOAﬁ{E@Zkﬁ%@
PR OFAER I T U TS It AL WALELSE TR SR
B B R R Rty e

MEE KRB LT U EE RS AU AT LR S8R
ERMAF LEET > SRR ndZ IR L RS Pk o
Hyland (1998):n 5 @@ e 1 g7y @ X H £ 8> FI S HRE = £ 123~ 4
L FIOTOR AT R T R e F TRAGREER L8 o ¥ e p F
Fprlicly > S @R kI F E AL E PR R L e frpRi e @
* 9 - i3 Z(high-ranked) s 72 £ fo= B F FHE © Brown University,
Lancaster/Oslo-Bergen and JDEST corpus & :#F#L B K F F|# s $ih > o a5k o
A Hyland Jc & azg P e 2 7|07 < § R o o R A g
Fa e i % @ (modal verbs) ~ ¥ & 2R #F 37 (lexical hedges) =% 3 7% (judgement
words) % > & - fﬁ%ﬁ,i&fg?%’ﬁ;ﬁt F i 2B B ot e % kot dieeo Hyland 28 337
# ¥ 27 (lexical verbs) {eF ik B4 3@(modal auxiliaries) ¥ % o s FigFe e prig * o
% AE K R R e E_may suggest - ¥ ¢t > Ad®m R &Y > - 3§ L0 i

B TR L 0B E FFRIRE 0 ] iR fofad 0 L

pult'™
=K

EﬁNfﬁﬁiﬂﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬂﬁgﬁwwﬁ{ﬁ$o#%{ﬁpfﬁé
PR R PR G AR SR o kP 1Y s o Varttala(2001)
FHA PR EFIH L EFREFREDEN  FRETERE - FH

Az APF2 R RPEFAREPAFTHELNGNT AR o

3
i
o

Ho R

11
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¥ Fﬁ—m{ Hyland {= Varttala & 52 § £~ v 3 7 a2 @3k D330 2 37 aiw
WAE G AR e e B2 1R PR o BN B T B Y § R

)
=

e

SRR T DT Ay - LR e N R X DR R R oA R T
PSRBT 2§ EEAFOEIR? M kE(2008) 43 & # v F 2 Y R
W E O e AR ARt B RARERF FE - A BRI E
B E B ok amri ko Ao ik 45(2008) 8 )0 :

ECELR Y A A Ay Y

- MBI RS T BREF CEEMRT T 0E T ATEF T
RFFERINGTEFLRAZIF L oM TA T AT A F LI 2 L L
F- Renp gy o ¥ b B Y R enAfE o 2 REE b I k3%
AP ERLT AP P RCRE L F R R AL EREE L LSk
PE-F E RS IR S R AT 2 PR G B ERAE o 3 R
Hyland #2388 3% fr 4 fL2 333 > Mk 4-(2008)#-4 # r 33 3 3 ¢ o g

oA fLA BRS04 AR aE EEY p ¥ B 4945 Hyland
g BR NF A OERT C RBFTORFAEIHF MR LIS AR
TP L oo ¢ A fost e P A 9

AR FEBRA AFTRREE AL T RS -

B (X O7) o 7 r Y REFAR T o R IRL L 0 WA EET g
T4 A4t - P94, &) 359B o
12
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4ot i g R LS T RAE R ¢ AR HREY S v iR B

ERS
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WERLER ho By R - Jeah f338 @ Pk e B AR AR e R o Tt R
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7
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eI

WIER LR AP ¥ 2T HE

T
]

FRTHEAMEROELY

LR RARES B R RIGE REFH I AL £

NN

AETFERED AT ERAERGEA TGS B P RE RS PP
L Ahb e AFAFARPEFEGS L Am o P FA G
1LY H- L7 ok — A NL 4o
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