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The Traditional Chinese Writers’ “Uncivilized”
Resistance to Colonial Modernity during the Japanese
Colonial Period — A Study of “San Liou Chiou Tabloid”

Abstract

Religion and folklore play an important role in Chinese culture, moreover they
provide plentiful materials for literary creation. However, while Taiwanese were
facing colonial modernity, could these tradition materials become an important way to
consolidate Taiwanese’s identity through literature? Or had it been abandoned by the
society under the influence of disenchantment? The thesis will utilize theories of
scholars such as James Scott, Michael Szonyi etc. to rethink about “traditional
Chinese culture” under the Japanese colonial rule, which should have vanished
through the criticism of modernity. The thesis also explores how “traditional Chinese
culture” had survived the period with the creation of these Chinese writer, and
transferred to the next generation, by using “San Liou Chiou Tabloid” as an example.

The thesis has four chapters. The first chapter is introduction, answering why the
author chooses “San Liou Chiou Tabloid” as the subject and the relationship between
the theme question of the thesis; moreover, | will give an abridged review about
various studies about myth, ghost story, and anecdote. The second chapter consists of
literature review and concept discussion, which will explain and delimit those terms
that will be applied frequently; moreover, it will clarify the theme question of the
thesis. The third chapter will analyzes the tabloid’s content, hoping to seek the
purpose and result of the contents. The conclusion chapter will sort out what | have
discovered, during the Japanese colonial period, demonstrating Chinese national
characteristics is a way to maintain self-identity and resist colonial, in this situation
religion and folklore are the materials of Chinese national characteristics, that is why
they never vanish due to disenchantment . The thesis expect to explore the “San Liou
Chiou Tabloid” by using the theory of scholar such as James Scott, Michael Szonyi
etc., to show how the traditional Chinese writers use topics that are non-modernity
and de-secular become the weapons of the weak to stand against colony.

Key words: “San Liou Chiou Tabloid”, Religion and folklore, Colonial
modernity, Traditional Chinese culture
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