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1988, 32-33) - {HEERIRAHR(TEB LR MEE - B IEARPS 5 i Ak
FERIRIARER - B8 FHEGE R R - BOUGE G T M RGE & MR &
HF > BEESREE - SRR - HoaEEE L (kB e R
1988, 16) ° BRILZI% » RE BRI EE0E S [EAER BARIR - Gl s
% REMIRMBRVHE - MEEEOINIRSTEN - AEMER TIFRER - ZRERIR



8  HEIKRENTFFEEE 62 B 4 1

MEEODZSEERET (FTRRERBEFRCERES 1991, 140) o

1956 A7 fh e B iR ZU SR > B 32 MR R HL S 45r = 45 i #6152
o H 1950 FRE o S A — R Y] — SRR R UE EE) o T ERUAR
BT —— PR o A B A B B R R R AR Al o (5Bl A R
(A S A G > SE AR S BT HEEEEE AR GE SO H SR AR A
il - R FERIR— BB ~ R - TR A EE—25 - AEREE - LF
B FE A RS O AR TP HEBD B e i > TR 20 kR 2 0 R TR AR It
AETAHE A o B STt & AT S o R R B AR AR o B B )
HiEHRp L B EE) o PR ARG A - AT RRE A > #P TESIR
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FEF A B N PR G IR B o (R ETERAGG » MERMTAE - EHATE S HAE )
(MacFarquhar et al. 1989, 140)
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HIREERT » TRAE - REREAHNREEL R > SRR ER L ENE
TEF? E MOERIIERE > SRR o MR R > — R B (% R EIR 2 [
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A Self-Defeating Secret Weapon? The
Institutional Limitations of Corporatism

on United Front Work.

Gerry Groot

Senior Lecturer in Chinese Studies
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The University of Adelaide

Abstract

Many people, including many Chinese, think that united front work is
something that finished when the Chinese Communist Party used armed force
to defeat the Guomindang (GMD) in 1949. In reality, united front work was
always much more than communist-nationalist cooperation and included many
political groups, Overseas Chinese, religious believers and the like. It also
included a number of minor political parties and groups (MPGs) some of which
came to play important roles in CCP united front strategies aimed at isolating
the GMD. In the transition to socialism (1950-56) these so-called democratic
parties, reorganized by the CCP along corporatist lines, played important roles
in helping and smoothing the dramatic changes. Resentments about problems
of CCP influence over the MPGs were aired in the Hundred Flowers movement
of 1956/57 but as China was moving towards the abolition of private ownership
and class, these problems were not important. The MPGs also helped support
the economic reforms which began in the late 1970s. Now that Chinese society
is increasingly complex and layered with ever more socio-economic groups,
the United Front Work Department (UFD) and the parties are being asked
to represent and unite with these new groups to secure CCP leadership and
promote both development and unity.
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This article argues that the problems faced in the 1950s still exist but
are now more likely to be detrimental in that the CCP’s excessive controls on
selection do not allow for an accurate enough reflection of the interests of new
social groups that the MPGs are now also expected to represent.

Extrapolating these systemic problems may also help to explain
shortcomings in the UFD’s ability to prevent unrest among other key groups
such as religious believers and ethnic minorities.

Keywords: United Front Work, Corporatism, Systemic Limitations, Religious
and Ethnic Minorities
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