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Crossing from “Listening” to
“Seeing” — The impact of digital
convergence on the radio stations in
Taiwan

Wan-ru Jan
ABSTRACT

In the digital era, to attract multi-platform audiences, filmmaking or
“seeing” on-line radio broadcast has become more and more common in
radio stations. From the viewpoint of “Media Professionalism" and
"Diffusion of Innovation”, this study aims at investigating the following
three topics: the image strategy of the radio station managers, the
acceptance of new technology in the producers, and the impact of film
and sound fusion on their professions. Using qualitative interviews, we
interviewed 10 practitioners from 2 radio stations in Taiwan. We found
that the complementary strategy of sound and digital image successfully
expands the audiences and advertisers and that the professional multiplex
is the key to the implementation of the strategy. However, their "Media
Professionalism™ is somehow damped. This study also provided some
operational advice on the challenges and applications of broadcast
technology in the future.

Keywords: online streaming ~ media professionalism ~ diffusion of innovation -~ digital
convergence ~ broadcast ~ digital image

21



