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The Reception of China Mainland’s Historical Costume Drama
Among Malaysian Chinese Youth Audiences:
Perspectives from the Uses and Gratifications Theory and Cultural Proximity

ABSTRACT

China Mainland’s drama has become more popular in Malaysia’s film and television
market during these few years, leading the viewing habits of Malaysian Chinese audiences,
especially China Mainland’s historical costume drama is very popular among Malaysian
Chinese youth audiences. This research was conducted a questionnaire survey in order to
explore the motivations and gratifications of watching China Mainland’s historical costume
drama among Malaysian Chinese audiences aged 18 to 39 by perspectives of Use and
Gratifications Theory and Cultural Proximity. The results showed that the main motivation of
watching China Mainland’s historical costume drama among Malaysian Chinese youth
audiences is “amusement”. Moreover, the Malaysian Chinese youth audience watching
motivation gets positive relationship with watching satisfaction. Besides, the “filial and
ambition” and “duty and humanity” are the acceptable cultural values by Malaysian Chinese
youth audiences which mentioned in cultural proximity theory which indicate that language
preferences and religion play a powerful role in determining audience behavior. Finally,
suggestions were put forward based in the findings as a reference for TV programs production
and the media industries and future academic studies.

Keywords: China Historical Costume Drama, Culture Proximity, Uses and
Gratifications, Motivation, Satisfaction
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