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The "Image of Taiwan' in the
Sketch of CCTV Spring Festival
Gala

ABSTRACT

“Taiwan elements” have always been an integral part of the CCTV
Spring Festival gala. Comedy sketches are the most suitable form for
official propaganda. There are three sketches related to Taiwan in previous
Spring Festival gala. This study regards sketches as a narrative text. Under
the narrative analysis frameworks of “plot”, " role characterization” and
“setting”, through the semiotic analysis of “Taiwan image”, it is found that
different generations of mainlanders in Taiwan speak the ‘“national
language” of Taiwan or some “dialect” of mainland China. However, they
(or their elders) share the same “nostalgia” and return to their hometown
“Shandong” to interact with the mainland people, showing the strong
kinship. The strategies of shaping “Taiwan image” include: Mapping
“Taiwan Mainlanders” who are homesick but cannot return home through
“behind the scenes”; appropriate use of emotional writing as the theme of
political united front by re-discussing “homesickness”; connecting family
reunion with national reunification through the relationship between
“home and country”; setting special scenes as the driving force for
narrative and emotional identity. All of the three sketches reflect the
unified national consciousness and identity.

Keywords: CCTV Spring Festival gala, image of Taiwan, narrative
analysis, semiotic analysis, comedy sketches
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