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Relation Between Dramatized Degree, Type of Disaster
Reporting and Audience Empathy Emotion: A Case Study of

2015 Taiwan Formosa Water Park Explosion

ABSTRACT

This study investigated the relation between different types and dramatized
degree of disaster reporting and audience empathy aroused through online
experiments. The pilot sample was composed of 517 students of National Cheng Chi
University. The results of the study indicated that empathy emotions and prosocial
motivations are highly positive correlated; information type of disaster reporting can
arouse significantly more audience empathy than expressing type of disaster reporting;
various degrees of dramatic have significant differences in arousing empathy
emotions, a higher degree of dramatic disaster reporting is more likely to arouse
audience's empathy.

Keywords: prosocial behavior, disaster reporting, audience empathy, dramatization
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