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The Development of Counseling Ethical
Dilemmas Scale among School Counselors
In Junior High Schools

Wan-Chen Chen!  Ying-Jou Yu? Po-Ying Wu?
Shou-Chun Chiang* Ya-Feng Hung® Hsiu-Ling Peng®

Abstract

The study aimed to develop a quantitative measure to explore junior high school counse-
ling teacher’ s ethical dilemmas and assess the difference level of dilemma they felt with dif-
ferent background. The development of scale was based on the qualitative interviews with 5
counseling teachers. After content analysis, the retained items were further tested with item
analysis, reliability, and validity in 100 counseling teachers. The devel oped “ Counseling Eth-
ical Dilemmas Scale among School Counselorsin Junior High Schools” contains 16 items and
3 subscales, which are priority of student welfare, concerns of dual roles, and dilemmas of
systemic collaboration. 317 junior high school counseling teachers were recruited as the for-
mal sample of questionnaires. The reliability and validity of the scale were supported.

The results showed that the average score of dilemmas of systemic collaboration is the
highest, followed by concerns of dual roles, with priority of student welfare being the lowest.
As for the background variables, there is no difference in counseling ethical dilemmas be-
tween genders; younger counseling teachers have greater difficulty in counseling ethical di-
lemmas than older counseling teachers; the counseling teachers with less understanding of
“Codes of Ethicsin Student Counseling” found priority of student welfare more difficult than
teachers with more understanding. Based on the above findings, we offer suggestions for
school counseling, school counseling education, and future related research.

Keywords: ethical dilemma, junior high school counselors, school counseling
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