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Abstract

The aim in this paper is to analyze the candidate's electoral strategy of cover
photo on Facebook, including in profile photo and cover photo, in the 2020 legislative
election. Taking candidate's cover photo on Facebook as analysis data, comparing
with the momentum of parties and presidential candidates, it discusses the
relationship between the candidates’ electoral strategy of cover photo on Facebook
and their election momentum, and the impact on the Coattail effect on the candidate’s
strategies.

Through analyzing the degree of connection between the party and the same
party presidential candidate in the cover photo and in-depth interviews to parts of
candidates as supplements, the study found that, in general, a candidate’s electoral
strategy of cover photo on Facebook will be affected by the momentum of the party
and the presidential candidate from the same party. The major parties would adjust the
degree of connection based on the level of momentum, while the smaller parties
would put them in.

Among them, the SMD candidates from the major party would have different
strategies for their personal constituency advantages. Different from those with
constituency advantages, candidates without constituency advantages need to rely on
the party's and presidential candidate's power to improve the election.

In addition, the candidate's electoral strategy may vary from different election
systems. Under PR, since the list is all controlled by parties, the candidates lack
incentives to the campaign. The overall connection degree in PR is lower than in
SMD. Under SNTV, candidates face competition from the inter-party and the

intra-party. At the same time, KMT has a better advantage in the aborigine
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constituency in Taiwan. As a result, even with a lower momentum, the degree of party

connection from KMT’s candidate is still high.

Keywords: Coattail effect, Facebook campaign, Profile photo, and Cover photo.
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