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Doubts and Reassessment te the Causes ofthe Anti-Rightist 

Campaign: Rethinking the Beijing Politics, 1 ?56-1958 


Li, Fu-chung 


Graduate Institute of Taiwan History, National Chengchi University 


The year 2007 happens to be the fiftieth anniversary of the break out of the 

anti-rightist campaign in 1957. In this large scale political persecution, the 

Chinese Communist Party admitted that more than half a million Chinese 

intellectuals had been suffered various kinds of oppression, including 

degradation, throwing into labor camps, or even execution. For a long time, the 

oflicial claimed that the causes which resulted in the anti-rightist campaign were 

the intellectuals' furious attacks to the Chinese Communist Party, the later was 

forced to fight back. Such way of statement might be labeled as the 

"fighting-back theory ". 

But there was also an accusation which blamed Mao Zedong as the greatest 

conspirator, because Mao happened to be who encouraged the intellects to break 

their silence, and also who launched the whole campaign. This stand could be 

called as the conspiracy theory. 

But which theory hold the truth of the history? 

This article tries to point out the unreasonable doubts of the "fighting-back 

theory ". In fact, the situation of the intellectuals' "contending and blooming"( p.~ 

1.tt)had been firmly under Mao's control. There was no turmoil, nothing out of 

control, no signs would show that the Hungarian Revolt in 1956 could happen in 

China. More than that, Mao thoroughly understood the "contending and 

blooming" policy would sooner or later bring out the intellectuals' reproaches 

against the communist party. Why Mao insisted to take such a vengeful 

persecution, just couple of weeks after he invited the intellectuals to criticize the 



communist party? 

This article attempts to describe Mao's whole plan as trying to reverse the 

policy guidelines of the Chinese Communist Party's Eight Congress which Mao 

unquestionably discontented but had no reason to object. Only by such 

explanation, Mao's motive will eventually be unveiled, the anti-rightist campaign 

not only as a clueless conspiracy, but a delicate tactics to push the leading 

officials to march into Mao's plot for the Great Leap Forward Movement in 1958. 

Keywords: anti-rightist campaign, Mao Zedong, fighting-back theory, contending and 

blooming 

*;)(iE~ 

l1f1t~(1 

(2) < ~ . 

91-2411

~A ;tt Jf.f 
92-241 J

~ ..jj ± IjJ 

!£%"tfii 
~iLa)f; 


	未命名.PDF.pdf
	未命名.PDF.pdf

