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Speculation that social metworking sites (SNSs) breed marCissism has produced
research with mixed results. This stady viewed SNSs as tools for communication and
maintaining relationships, examining whethes providing information about oneself
reflects a positive attitude about sharing such information with one's social network,
rather than reflecting ‘marcissism.  A.“questionnaire was completed by 233
undergraduate students. Resulis indicated that atlitude toward being open about
sharing information about oneself was significantly related to frequency of using
Facebook® and Twitter to provide self-focused updates. Higher levels of narcissism
were associated with a larger number of Facebook friends and with the number of
self-focused “tweets” an individual sends. According to Buffardi and Campbell
“Nareissism refers to a personality trait reflecting a grandiose and inflated
self-concept.” The narcissist tends to view him- or herself as intelligent, powerful,
physically attractive, unique, and entitled. Some researchers have claimed that there
has been a significant increase in narcissism among “generation Ys” or “millennials™

over the last 2 decades, although others dispute this.
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¥ ~1. Current transformations in the media landscape are challenging contemporary
communication and media ethics. In your opinion, what are the most problematic
forms of mediatized communicative actions, communication technologies, and
communication structures from a moral point of view? (10%)
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The next several decades will witness.a*stibstantial increase in older adults within the
US. As we will see, while age by itself is not necessarily predictive of illness, health
problems do tend to occur more frequently as we age. Unfortunately, our healthcare
system still suffers fromanumber of communication-relatedproblems when it comes
to providing care to older patients. In terms ofphysician training, geriatrics is still a
subspeciality of family medicine, and other issues, such as negative stereotypes of
older patients, misunderstandings about the aging process, and health insurance needs
of older people, will likely present numerous challenges to the healthcare system.
There is a substantial need for health'communication researchers to gain a better
understanding of health issues associated with our aging population and for the
development of interventions that can make a positive impact on this situation.
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