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3. As Donald Trump prepares to welcome Xi Jinping next week for the two men’s first face-to-face encounter,
both countries are reassessing their place in the world. They are looking in opposite directions: America away from
shouldering global responsibilities, China.towards.it. And*they are reappraising their positions in very different
ways. Hare-like, the Trump administration is dashing from one policy to the next, sometimes contradicting itself
and willing to box any rival it sees, china, tortoise-like, is extending its head cautiously beyond its carapace, taking
slow, painstaking steps. Aesop knew how this contest is likely to end. (Source: The Economist, April 1-7, 2017, p.

26.)

4. With a US aircraft carrier group steaming to the area, tensions on the Korean peninsula grew this week amid
concemn that the reclusive North could soon conduct its sixth nuclear test or more missile launches in defiance of]
United Nations sanctions. China, North Korea's sole major ally and benefactor, has called for a peaceful resolution
after a sharp rise in rhetoric between the United States and Pyongyang. On Thursday, an influential state-backed
Chinese newspaper said the best option for North Korea and its leader Kim Jong Un was to give up its nuclear
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will actively work to protect the security of a denuclearised North Korean nation and regime," said an editorial in
the Global Times, which is published by the Communist party's People's Daily. (Source: The Straits Times, April

13,2017)

5. In retrospect, the economic reforms have followed a remarkably coherent course. Chinese policymakers
avoided the shock therapy that proved so damaging in post-Communist Russia, instead letting the economy “grow
out of the plan.” The balance between plan and market shifted slowly in favor of the principle of the “socialist
market economy.” Actually, the process of reform was far more complex. The leaders learned by doing. Missteps
were inevitable. Much of the change was in the nature of “he who says A must also say B,” that is, one reform
logically required a follow-up. Once individualssWere allowedsig set up small, private businesses, for instance, if]
was only a matter of time before the taboo on the hiring of laber had to be loosened and ultimately abandoned.

(Source: Thomas P. Bernstein. 1999. “China: Growth without Political Liberalization.”)
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