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A.

With a few striking exceptions, the basic theological concepts of Islam are
virtually identical with those of Judaism and Christianity, its forerunners. As in the
other historical religions, everything in Islam centers on its religious Ultimate, God.
God is immaterial and therefore invisible. For the Arabs this cast no doubt on his
reality, for they never succumbed,to'the temptation-extremely reinforced by modern
materialistic attitudes- to regard.only the visible.as'the real; one of the tributes the
Koran pays to Muhammad is that “he did not find fault with the Unseen.” As desert
dwellers, the notien of invisible hands that drove the blasts that swept the desert and
formed the deceptive mirages that lured the traveler to his destruction was always

with them.

B.
Minimally stated, Jesus was a charismatic wonder-worker who stood in a

tradition that stretched back to the beginnings of Hebrew history. The prophets and
seers who comprised that tradition mediated between theeveryday world, on the one
hand, and a Spirit world that enveloped it. From thelaiter they drew power, which
they used to help people and to challenge.their ways. This characterization can be
expanded by considering successively (a) the Spirit world, to which Jesus was
exceptionally orientated and which powered his ministry (b) his deployment of his
Spirit-derived powers i'the,alleviation of human sutferifig; and (c) the new social

order that he sought to effect.
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(=) (=% 4 BB AN RK) (The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life )
(=) (=32 #32) (An Interpretation of Religion: Human Responses to the

Transcendent )
(=) (s 7289 A% ) (TheSacred and the Profane: the Nature of
Religion )

(m) (i&:B1& X ) (Rifesjof Passage)
(&) ( + B 6489 1540818 28 ) (Konfuzianisyiiistmd,Jaoismus )

(35) (4792 ) (Das Heilige)
(£) (=2 @mEh 23858 ) (The Varieties of Religious Experience; a Study in

Human Natuie )

() (G EegER ) ( The Sacred Canopy’)
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