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This article investigates the innovative use of the plural marker -men in Taiwan Mandarin, based on the
experimental data from grammaticality judgment tasks by university students. Specifically, this study
establishes the following four facts in Taiwan Mandarin. (1) The reading of [N-men] refers to the definite. (2)
[Proper N-men] denotes more than one Proper N with a shared feature, and does not have the reading of
[Proper N tamen]. (3) The co-occurrence of a sortal classifier and N-men in [Num+CL+N-men] accords with
grammatical use. (4) For those who have low proficiency in English, they tend to accept the grammatical
use of [Num+CL+N-men] and priming effects of English [Num+N-s]. The research suggests that there is a
close relationship between the grammaticality of [Num+CL+N-men] and the language contact with English.
It is hoped that these findings can serve as empirical evidences for deliberating the competing theories
regarding -men and related phenomena.
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