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FIippin? or Sinking the Classroom? Exploring the Opportunity Structures, Generations and Cultures
luence Teacher Activists in Taiwan
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EXIHEE  After the first wave educational reform in the 1990s, the new wave of ‘flipping education” has been emerging from

the bottom in Taiwan in a couple of years. Following the trend of de-regulation and destruction in the first wave, we see
more educational policy revolutions for the past 20 years; for instance, Curriculum Reform in 2000, 108 Curriculum
Outlines, airing with some international influences from Japan, Finland, and the U.S. Apart from the rise of social media,
which enable and enhance the networking of teacher activists from different locations and areas, | wonder how the
state, media, and educational scholars engage with this current flipping reform? How was the term ‘flipped
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classroom’ , originating from the U.S. being re-contextualized in Taiwan? This research, spanning history of
generations and cultures, attempts to depict the beauty and sorrow of teacher activists/actors in Taiwan in the process
of ‘flipping’ education reform, and to demonstrate the constrains from school politics and cultures, as well as the
possibilities of change. In sum, the proposal aims to: 1. Clarify and compare the historical contexts, opportunity
structures, manifestation, and association of two educational reforms; 2. Explore how teacher activists of different
generations and cultures feel and practice educational ‘flipping’ reform. Through biographical interview, the
researcher tries to investigate the meso- and macro- level structures, which presumably influence actors’ action.
Likewise, how the personal agency contributes to the changing structures of school and society; 3. Examine how
gender, class, and ethnicity work in varied school cultures within the changing context of educational reform, and also
in the networking of insider reformers; 4. Depict the elements that enable teachers to successfully ‘flip’ , and then
theoretically develop and re-conceptualize ‘flipping education” from conversations between theories and grounded
data.
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