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Abstract: In this essay [ attempt to clarify the understanding of modernity that
can be found in the writings of the Chinese thinker Wang Hui, especially in his
magnum opus on The Rise of Modern Chinese Thought (2004). In this book, Wang
describes the trajectory of major conceptual and paradigmatic changes from
antiquity to modern China. I present and critically discuss important premises
of this project, in particular Wang’s assumption that the formation of Chinese
modernity is characterized by a dialectical tension between “critique/emancipa-
tion” and “control/order”. According to Wang, this tension is already present in
the Neo-Confucian world-view, a rather convincing claim as [ show in the second
part of this essay. It is less clear, however, whether Wang succeeds in grounding
Chinese modernity in the historical reality of late imperial China. In the last part,
I provide discussion and suggestions for future research.
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1 Einleitung®

Die vielfach gedufierte Kritik am Eurozentrismus westlicher Theoriemodelle und
kultureller Ideale hat zumindest eine Wirkung gehabt: So manche Vertreter der

1 Vorfassungen dieses Aufsatzes habe ich zu verschiedenen Anldssen in Europa und Asien vor-
gestellt, zuletzt auf einem Workshop im Juli 2015 am Frankfurter Institut fiir Sozialforschung.
Ich danke Philippe Brunozzi, Chen I-Chung, Thomas Frihlich, Fabian Heubel, Axel Honneth,
Joachim Kurtz, Michael Lackner, Heiner Roetz, Axel Schneider, Hans van Ess, Ralph Weber und
Mario Wenning fiir kritische Einwdnde und Kommentare.

*Kontakt: Kai Marchal, National Cheng Chi University, Department of Philosophy, NO. 64, Sec. 2,
ZhiNan Rd., Wenshan, Taiwan; marchal@nccu.edu.tw
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