2021/6/10 (PDF) Philanthropic activities during Conflict: The Case study of The expatriate syrian Business Community | Ching-An Chang - Aca...

ACADEMIA @ Search LOG IN SIGN UP

Philanthropic activities during Conflict: The Case

FNuanti nc acovines puring Conflict: . . . .
Y IeCacSuay ol The Expnine study of The expatriate syrian Business Community

Ching:An Cmng’ Turkish Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, 2021

& Ching-An Chang

o Full PDF Package

Keywords: Syrian Refugees, Refugee Businesspenple, Philanthre pic Activities,

e b v This paper
v A short summary of this paper
v 37 Full PDF related to this paper

a9

A Philanthropic activities during Conflict: The Case study of The expatriate syrian Busi...

https://www.academia.edu/49006558/Philanthropic_activities_during_Conflict_The_Case_study_of The_expatriate_syrian_Business_Community =~ 1/22


https://erenlai.academia.edu/ChingAnChang?swp=tc-au-49006558
https://www.academia.edu/attachments/67395129/download_file?st=MTYyMzMwOTM0MiwxNDAuMTE5Ljk2LjE2MA%3D%3D&s=swp-splash-paper-cover
https://www.academia.edu/
https://www.academia.edu/login?post_login_redirect_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.academia.edu%2F49006558%2FPhilanthropic_activities_during_Conflict_The_Case_study_of_The_expatriate_syrian_Business_Community
https://www.academia.edu/signup
https://www.academia.edu/attachments/67395129/download_file?st=MTYyMzMwOTM0MiwxNDAuMTE5Ljk2LjE2MA%3D%3D&s=swp-splash-header

2021/6/10

Turkish Journal of Middle Eastern Studies
ISSN:2147-7523, E-ISSN: 2630-563 1
Q‘ Vol: 8, No: 1, pp. 49-74
Received: 21.02.2021
Accepted: 12.04.2021
DOI: 10.26513/tocd.884311

TReA0e iy SRR A et
Syrian Business Community

Ching-An Chang™

Abstract

This paper analyzes the ways in which the expatriate Syrian business community
engages in philanthropic activities to provide help to its fellow countrymen in host
countries. Why and how did this group of people, after experiencing the brutal war
and losing their assets and families, decide to provide a giving hand to others after
relocations? And why did some others not? The mainstream media and reports
usually describe the refugees as aid receivers who are disadvantaged or lacking
resources. However, the case of the expatriate Syrian businesspeople, who fled
from Syria to neighboring countries due to the conflict, show that there are various
groups of Syrian philanthropic organizations funded by those businesspeople to
give help and aid to other Syrians in host countries. Their philanthropic aid is
not limited to material goods, but also includes religious courses, education, and
employee training. The paper argues that although refugees are usually considered
to live in a poor or weaker condition, economically strong expatriates (mostl
businesspeople) among them can have a positive effect on the overall difficult
humanitarian situation.

Keywords: Syrian Refugees, Refugee Businesspeople, Philanthropic Activities,
Transnationalism, Diaspora
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Abstract

Bu makale, gé¢men Suriyeli is diinyasinin bulundugu iilkedeki yurttaglarina
yardim saglamak icin organize ettigi hayirseverlik faaliyetlerini analiz etmektedir.
Bu insanlar, savasin acimasiz yonlerini deneyimledikten, sahip olduklarini ve
ailelerini kaybettikten sonra, gog ettikleri yerlerde baskalarina yardim etmeye
neden ve nasil karar verdiler? Bazilari, aksine neden bu tiir girisimlerde yer almadi?
Ana akim medya ve aragtirma raporlart genellikle miiltecileri dezavantajli veya
imkanlardan yoksun, muhtag kisiler olarak tanimliyor. Ancak, i¢ savas nedeniyle
Suriye’den komsu tilkelere kacan Suriyeli gogmen is adamlarinin 6rnegi, ev sahibi
iilkelerde diger Suriyelilere yardim ve destek saglamak i¢in kurulan ¢esitli Suriyeli
hayirsever gruplarin varligini gostermektedir. Bu yardimlar sadece maddi degildir,
ayni zamanda din egitimi kurslar1 ve mesleki egitimleri de igermektedir. Makale,
miiltecilerin zay1f veya muhtag bir konumda yasadiklari yoniindeki genel kaninin
yani sira, aralarindaki ekonomik agidan gii¢lii iiyelerin (¢ogunlukla is adamlart)
insani krizlerin hafifletilmesinde katki saglayabildiklerini gostermektedir.

Keywords: Suriyeli Miilteciler, Miilteci Is Adamlari, Hayirsever Faaliyetler,
Ulusagirilik, Diaspora
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1. Introduction

Most studies generally label war-induced forced migrants as refugees and
consider them as poor, lacking resources, or in a disadvantageous position.
The Syrian refugees who left Syria and relocated into host countries are
usually depicted as aid receivers. Nevertheless, among the millions of
Syrian refugees in the region, various charities and philanthropic activities
have been established, funded, or run by expatriate Syrians including
the Syrian businesspeople who left after the 2011 Syrian conflict. Until
the beginning of 2019, there were at least 806 Syrian-established NGOs
aiming to provide support to their fellow countrymen who have been
suffering from the conflict.! Their philanthropic aid includes education,
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Businesspeople providing help to needy people is not a unique behavior,
especially for Syrians. Prior to the eruption of the 2011 Syrian revolution,
charitable activities within the Syrian business community were prevalent.
The aid from the business community to needy people inside the country has
been considered as one of the important elements that could complete the
government’s weak performance in social welfare. Nevertheless, the point
worth further analysis is why and how businesspeople, after experiencing
the brutal war, losing their assets and families, and being forced to flee
their home country, continued to provide help to others. And why did some
others not continue to do so? Thus, the aim of this paper is to analyze

e e e et e L D USinges, Cmunity sneages in
the host countries.

The data in this paper is based on field research conducted by the author
between 2014 and 2015 in Turkey, Egypt, and Jordan. During the field

NGOSyria, accessed January 20, 2019, http://ngosyria.org/. (The website is an
electronic statistical database service for providing information on Syrian non-
governmental organizations).

2 Ibid.

Interviews by the author.
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