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The Influence of Homosexual Self-identity through
Gay Adolescents’ Experiences in High School
Pin-Yu Chen
Abstract

The study aims at understanding the influence of homosexual self-identity through gay
adolescents’ experiences in high school by retrospective interview. The study focuses on two
questions: (a) What are gay adolescents’ concrete experiences in high school? (b) How do gay
adolescents’ concrete experiences influence gays’ self-identity?

The purposive sampling was utilized to recruit 5 interviewee who identify himself as a
homosexuality. Data were analyzed examined through general content analysis. The findings
are as follow:

L The influence of homosexual self-identity through gay adolescents’ experiences in
junior high school

D The pressure being in the mainstream heterosexual culture: (a) the
suppression of heterosexual hegemony; (b) the difficulties as a member of
the nonmainstream group.

(I1) The elements that reduced gay adolescents’ self-identity in junior high school: (a)
gay adolescents cannot have the sense of belonging in peer groups; (b) gay
adolescents suffered from the bullying came from peers; (c) gay adolescents
concealed their sexual orientation.

1L The influence of homosexual self-identity through gay adolescents’ experiences in
senior high school

) The elements that enhanced gay adolescents’ self-identity in senior high school:
(a) teachers’ positive attitude toward homosexual issue; (b) the importance of gay
adolescent’ performance in school; (c) having the sense of belonging in peer
groups.

(I1) The elements that reduced gay adolescents’ self-identity in senior high school: (a)
frustration in intimacy relationship; (b) peers’ negative toward homosexual group.

Keywords: gay adolescent, gay self-identity
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