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Abstract

On the streets of Kyoto, many tourists, especially female, are spotted wearing
Kimono and casually strolling around beautiful sceneries in this ancient city. They
give away their normal clothes for one day and participate in the “Kimono
experiences” activity as an important part of the experiential tourism in Japan. These
kimono-wearing tourists change the conception of kimono as a traditional Japanese

attire, while transforming the street view of Kyoto as well.

This study would like to understand if the “dressing kimono” experience helps
tourists learning and appreciating more about Japanese culture. By conducting
qualitative research and in-depth interviews, this study invites four participants and

asks for their personal experiences of dressing in kimono in Kyoto.

Five findings are obtained from this study:

1. Knowledge of Japanese culture prior to wearing kimono determines their degree
of immersion.

2. The experiential tourism helps to improve their understanding of Japanese
culture.

3. Discussion and negotiation with kimono masters while putting on kimono also
contributes to their insights of Japanese culture.

4.  The space for them to put on kimono is a significant threshold for such a cultural
experience.

5. Signs of Japanese culture with senses of ritual has been embedded into the

participants’ daily life.

Key words: experiential tourism, Kyoto kimono experiences, cultural recognition,

immersion theory
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