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Abstract

This study reveals China’s united front work to Taiwan’s civil society in the case
of popular religion—Mazu belief, at the same time clarifies the role and influence of
Taiwan’s Mazu temple associations in the cross-Strait religion exchanges. The case
study of the thesis is Taiwan Mazu Fellowship founded by Jenn Lann Temple in 2001.
Since then, other Mazu temples in Taiwan have established more temple associations
to strengthen their influence across the Strait. Those temples joining the associations
also attempt to gain more sacred and secular interests. They believe Mazu gives the
serendipity among the temples from southern to northern Taiwan, but they also face
more interpersonal pressure. The religious policy in China encourages local
governments to aim for economic gains in the name of religion. There are multiple
Mazu cultural exchange associations established in China within two decades to contact
Taiwanese counterparts. It shows the organized and institutionalized trend of the cross-
Strait Mazu belief exchanges, which has strengthened a more “core-to-periphery” belief
ecosystem. The study finds a cross-Strait “Mazu-Cultural-Industrial Complex™ is
formed under the cross-Strait Mazu belief exchanges within two decades. Local
governments, temple associations, and travel agencies across the Strait have

monopolized all forms of Mazu belief exchanges.

Inspired by the Legitimation Theory, the study argues that united front work is a
powerful tool for the CCP to maintain its legitimacy. The thesis illustrates a more
dedicated approach through five types of mechanisms: integration, cooptation,
mobilization, attrition, and division. The ultimate purpose for the CCP’s united front
work is inward-looking propaganda to strengthen its legitimacy. The target audience of
the propaganda is those who thoroughly engage the cross-Strait exchanges. Existing
literature has mentioned the CCP takes the advantage of Chinese religious groups for

governance, however, ignored the subjectivity of Taiwanese actors in the context. The
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thesis considers Taiwanese temples can increase and decrease the effectiveness of the
CCP’s united front work. The study infers that to deal with the CCP’s offensive united
front work on religions, the crux is whether those temple supervisors have enough
initiative and self-consciousness on the risk in the engagement with Chinese

counterparts.

Keywords: Mazu belief, Temple associations, Cross-Strait exchanges, State-religion

relation, United front work on religions
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