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Abstract

This study is based on a thinking of the contemporary ecological crisis which broke out
along with the development of modernisation. It attempts to discover how individuals and
communities can transcend the constraints of current social structures, respond positively in
their daily lives and open up alternative ways of living, as the purpose of the study to provide
response to the macro issues from micro level.

Food and agriculture education began as a reflection on the dietary problems in modern
society and has developed into a new culture of food and agriculture and a sustainable style of
living. By far the research on food and agriculture education has mostly focused on curriculum,
effectiveness and institutional themes. This study takes a step back and traces more
fundamentally the value of agriculture, as the common meta-concept among farmers, rural area
and agriculture in food and agriculture education and the orietal society. This study combines
Foucault's aesthetic theory of existence to explore the multiple values of agriculture as a form
of practice that mediates the interaction between people, society and nature. It returns the voice
to the farmers constructing the values of agriculture-based life from a local perspective.

This is an interpretive study and the research subject is food and agriculture education
project and its educational community in Lingnan University of HongKong. The study used
participatory observation and in-depth interview in field survey and collected other secondary
data from media and publications, presenting the socio-historical context of the emergence of
the food and agricultural education project, and deeply describing the formation of the food
and agricultural education community. The study found that agriculture has been largely
absent from higher education in Hong Kong. Due to the class distinctions in the colony,
marginal colleges have given more space for innovation in order to shape their advantage,
which, combined with other social contingencies, have created opportunities for new
programmes. As a platform, Lingnan Gardeners' Project continues to involve new participants
by organizing different activities producing farming experiences, spreading of farming and
promoting discernment. As a public space the garden reconstructs an organic campus, in which
interpersonal interaction on campus is revitalized and collectivity and communality are created.
The life history of the food and agriculture education community reveals that agriculture based
life is both a transgressive and creative aesthetic practice of existence, and a gentle social
movement guided by the aesthetics of existence in everyday life of individuals. The original
motivation of individuals and the community is to search for an aesthetic life. The values of
integration, hope, freedom and creativity contained in the agriculture based life can shape
everyday life into an art work.

Keywords: Food and agriculture education, agriculture based life, value of agriculture,
subjectivity, aesthetics of existence
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