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Sacred lands of Hayao Miyazaki's film works

— Focus on "My Neighbor Totoro" and "Spirited Away'
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Abstract

Hayao Miyazaki, a well-known animation film director in Japan, is also
widely known around the globe. His works are not only popular in Japan, but
also highly acclaimed overseas. This thesis is focused on Hayao Miyazaki's
most prestigious "My Neighbor Totoro" and "Spirited Away" and the author
interprets the images of the sacred lands found in them. The thesis explores
the image of the sacred lands in Hayao Miyazaki's works, judges the
relevance of the two from the character of the gods and characters appearing
in the sacred lands, and then explores the image of the sacred lands in the
works from the relevance of the two. Finally, from the perspective of Shinto,
the author discusses the sacred lands thought in Hayao Miyazaki's works in
religious studies. The author hopes that this research will be of some help to
the understanding of the Sacred lands image and Shinto thought in Miyazaki's

works.

Keywords: Hayao Miyazaki, "My Neighbor Totoro", "Spirited Away", Sacred
lands, Shinto
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