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Abstract

When it comes to Hong Kong stories, Yasi (Leung Ping Kwan, 1949-2013) raised
up a perplexing question: "Why is Hong Kong’s story so difficult to tell?" The year of
1997, also known as the year when the sovereignty of Hong Kong was 'returned' to
China from the UK, has widely been regarded as a watershed moment not just in the
Hong Kong history but also the literary world. The 1997 handover has since become
the main theme of Hong Kong writing. The city has weathered several transformations
in the past a hundred year from 'a little fish village' into today's vibrant urban space,
where politics and commercialization, colonialism and nationalism as well as
modernity and traditionalism are inextricably intertwined. Through the representation
and imagination of space, some Hong Kong stories sketch out the uniqueness and
complexities of the city and its history, culture, politics and ecology.

Taking Yasi’s question as the starting point, this dissertation examines the various
aspects of Hong Kong Writing 'beyond the handover.' Through close reading of selected
Hong Kong novels which has been published after the millennium, the dissertation
attempts to sort out the new literary directions and trends twenty years after the 1997
handover. In the context of post-1997 Hong Kong, this study discusses the kind of Hong
Kong space that has been created over time, focusing on cultural landscape, natural
writing and virtual space. and thus explores the ways in which Hong Kong writers tell

their Hong Kong stories and express their consciousness through spatial representation.

Keywords: Hong Kong Novels; Space Theory; Hong Kong Consciousness; Cultural
Geography; Nature Writing;
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244 David Harvey, Rebel Cities: From the Right to the City to the Urban Revolution. ( Verso Books:
London and New York,2012) ,P.4. | EEE0&Hlt - [ E” then the question of what kind of city
we want cannot be divorced from the question of what kind of people we want to be, what kinds of
social relations we seek, what relations to nature we cherish, what style of life we desire, what
aesthetic values we hold. The right to the city is, therefore, far more than a right of individual or group
access to the resources that the city embodies: it is a right to change and reinvent the city more after
our hearts' desire. It is, moreover, a collective rather than an individual right, since reinventing the city
inevitably depends upon the exercise of a collective power over the processes of urbanization. The
freedom to make and remake ourselves and our cities is, | want to argue, one of the most precious yet
most neglected of our human rights.”
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