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Abstract

The study aims at analyzing the acquisition patterns of Korean syllable-final nasals of
Korean learners of Taiwanese who is getting through sound change in their L1 in terms of
realizing syllable-final nasals. For the study, 21 syllable-final nasals in nonce word final
position produced by a Korean native speaker are utilized for stimuli for the perception test.
Twenty-Two Taiwan Mandarin learners of Korean participated in a 3-AFC identification
experiment. (5 beginner learners, 6 intermediate learners, 11 advanced learners). The results
of the study are as follows: First, compared with alveolar nasal /n/ and velar nasal /1/ which
both exist in Mandarin, Taiwanese learners display a distinct higher accuracy in perceiving
bilabial nasals /m/ in word-final position which cannot be realized in Mandarin in word-
final position. Second, the acquisition patterns of Korean syllable-final nasals are vowel-
dependent. Furthermore, Taiwanese beginner learners performed low accuracy in perceiving
non-native syllable, but accuracy increased as the level of learning increased, while in the
case of syllable combinations which also exist in Mandarin, though Taiwanese beginner
learners also performed low accuracy in perceiving non-native syllable, but intermediate
and advanced groups do not show the significant difference in accuracy of syllable-final

nasals in the different positions.

Key words: sound change, syllable-final nasals, mandarin nasals merge, Second language

acquisition model, Taiwanese learners of Korean
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