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The Academic Orientation of Wang Kekuan’s
Compilation of Chunqiu Hu Zhuan Appendices

Kang Kai-lin

Abstract

Wang Kekuan’s Compilation of Chungiu Hu Zhuan Appendices (Compilation)
in the Yuan Dynasty has important academic significance, but academic research
on it is limited. Most research focuses on brief and general description, therefore
general understanding of the work remains vague and obscure. This article thus
studies the scholarly nature of Wang Kekuan’s Compilation in terms of his
compilation style and method and direction of supplementation. The observations
obtained are as follows: First, through the “compilation style,” Wang compiled
materials related to the author’s statements with a focus on similar interpretive
viewpoints. Readers were provided with thorough evidence which facilitates
understanding and is very beneficial. Second, the categorization of Hu Anguo’s
Chungqiu Zhuan (Hu Zhuan) has always been the most criticized. Wang Kekuan’s
Compilation not only explained that the commentary style of “praising or criticizing
with a single word” of Hu Zhuan is only relevant for the sequential writing style,
but also repeatedly quoted Cheng Yi’s “unconstrained” interpretation principle to
dissolve the problems arising from the categorization of Hu Zhuan. The Compilation
also edited and supplemented Hu Zhuan. Third, Wang Kekuan deliberately sought
a compromise between the theories of Zhu Xi and Hu Anguo, but the Compilation
still serves the function of recording Zhu Xi’s writings, and the discussion of

Zhu Xi’s employing of the writing techniques of Chungiu in Compendium of
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Zizhi Tongjian is still based on Hu Zhuan, ultimately returning to the academic

orientation of “abiding by Hu and integrating Zhu.”
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