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The Developments, Practices and
Implications of the Chinese Communist
Party’s “mass line” digital campaign

Wei-Feng Tzeng

Assistant Professor, Graduate Institute of China Studies, Tamkang University

[Abstract)

This article examines the development, practices and implications
of “the mass line on the internet” in China. It has been argued that
the development of information technology and internet may weaken
states’ control over society—a challenge to Chinese Communist
Party (CCP)’s authoritarian rule. To deal with this problem, the
CCP adopts a strategy called “mass line on the internet,” in which
the Party combines its traditional governing tool— “mass line” and
the knowledge of information technology. “The mass line” digital
campaign allows the CCP to collect, understand and even form online
public opinion. An examination of “the mass line on the internet”
shows that the CCP’s authoritarian regime has not been weakened by
the information technology. Instead, through the “mass line on the

internet,” the CCP’s rule has been strengthened.

Keywords: The mass line on the internet, Chinese Communist Party,

authoritarian rule, public opinion on the internet, framing
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