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Comparison of Modernization and Language
Roles of Japan and South Korea: Based on
the Previous Research

Song Lee
Doctor of International Relations, Graduate School of Economics of
Takushoku University

[ Abstract])

This article compares and examines modernization of Japan and
Korea based on existing research achievements on modernization
of these two countries. What kind of trial and error have the two
countries achieved and experienced in the past, with Japan, in leading
the world economy along with the West, and with Korea, in becoming
one of Northeast Asia’s most developed countries?

The first step in answering this question is to understand the
process, response, and impact of modernization between Japan and
South Korea. We also pay particular attention to the role of language
and education in the modernization process. Language and education
play an enormous role in maintaining and developing a nation.
Modernization was preceded by Western Europe, in which both Japan
and South Korea used as a model in pursuing modernization. Such
figures are the same in terms of language and education. Therefore, by
examining the peculiarities of modern language and education between
Japan and South Korea, I think we can grasp the fundamentals of the

early modern society that Japan established.

Keywords: Modernization, Economic Development, Language,

Education, Japan-South Korea Relations
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