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Zionism:

Nation State Building and the Politics of Ethnic Cleansing?

Huang, Ju-Hui

Ph.D Student, Department of History, National Chengchi University

The Diaspora make the Jews who went into exile everywhere and some of
them have been living in Europe for countless generations. These European Jews
(or so-called Ashkenazi) who for a long-being have been by their own religion
and exceptional identity alienating from the local. It is the reason and the
background that the so-called “Jewish Question” gradually as a great problem
which emerged in Europe, especially during the era of nationalism. On the other
hand, some Jews utilized the terminology and ideology of nationalism to explain
their own political situation in Europe and through it to strengthen their own
Jewish identity and after that these two political and cultural elements had been
combined with and from that a final solution arose—Zionism. Zionism grasped
the opportunity by the guilty, embarrassment and hatred of the Europeans to
“return” to their “traditional” and by the Bible mandated “Homeland”. By
“returning” the Jews immediately faced the people who for long long-term living
here and considered a must-do to handle it—coexistence or “purification” (or
ethnical cleansing or Plan D)? And the later was the solution. Why the
contemporaries treated it as the means in superiority and in optimality? One
should follow the trail engraved in the Jewish history (all-inclusive—religious,
cultural, identic and even political etc.) and it is the goal which trying to be

achieved in this essay.

Keywords: Jewish Question, Zionism, Balfour Declaration, Palestine

Question, the ethnic cleansing, Plan D



