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A Study of Ooka Shdhei’s “Mindoro Revisited” and
the Relics of the Pacific War in the Philippines

LIN, Tzu-Ying"
Abstract

Ooka Shohei (1909-88) was enlisted by the Japanese government
during the Pacific War in 1944, and his regiment was stationed in the
Mindoro Island of the Philippines. Back in Japan, he produced war
novels based on his war experience. In 1967, he joined a group visiting
the war relics in the Philippines, thus making a return to Mindoro. Later,
he recounted this experience in his travelogue “Mindoro Revisited”
(1969). In this work, Ooka’s first-person narrator remembers his
comrades and reconfirms his war memories. In addition, by comparing
the past and present of the Philippines, this work reflects on the legacies
of the war, including the current conditions of post-war Pilipino society
and the relationship between Japan and the Philippines. This paper will
make up for the deficiency in the investigation of its historical
backgrounds by providing an account of the process of Ooka’s
participation in the war relic visiting group. It will analyze Ooka’s
approach to and objectives of “Mindoro Revisited,” thereby identifying
the characteristics and significances that distinguish “Mindoro Revisited”

from other war relic travel writings.

Keywords: Ooka Shohei, World War 11, war writing, war relic visiting

group, “Mindoro Revisited”

* Assistant Professor, Department of Applied Japanese, Shu-Zen Junior College of
Medicine and Management.
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