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Students Engaging in Knowledge Building to
Enhance Their Cultural Identity and Cultural
Understanding

Guo-Tsai Hung'  Ling-Yia Shiu

Abstract

An important educational goal of the Ministry of Education in Taiwan is to promote
better understanding of cultural knowledge and to enhance their cultural identity among
students from aboriginal cultural backgrounds. Building on the goal, the present case
study attempts to explore whether engaging aboriginal students in various types of
collaborative knowledge building activities can enhance their cultural identity and help
them construct a cultural understanding that values knowledge creation. The participants
were seven sixth-grade aboriginal students from a primary school in Taiwan. The data
were collected by a mixed method and analyzed using both qualitative and descriptive
statistics. The results are as follows: (1) Engaging students in collaborative knowledge
building activities helped them construct more thorough cultural knowledge as a class
community; (2) Using guided reflective questions also helped reduce the gap between
high cultural identity and low cultural knowledge among students: (3) Use of guided

reflective questions also helped enhance students’ cultural knowledge. Overall, using
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knowledge building for constructing cultural knowledge is found to be a relevant and
effective pedagogical method for enhancing students” personal reflection and evaluation
of their cultural understanding. Some implications for designing curricular and

pedagogical activities for cultural education were also discussed.

Keywords: cultural identity, cultural understanding, knowledge building
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