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Abstract

With the advent of the 21st century, international
relations have undergone tremendous changes. Climate
change and disruptive innovation have emerged as
determining driving forces behind the transformation of
global politics and economics. Against this background,
oil-dependent countries in the Middle East have been
driven to diversify their economies and have all set
ambitious renewable energy goals. As a result, Japan’s
economic relations with those oil-exporting economies
have been galvanized by climate change and disruptive
technologies such as shale oil and the innovation of
electric vehicles by Tesla.

In this paper, the author intends to explore Japan’s
economic relations with oil-dependent countries in the
Middle East, in particular Saudi Arabia, United Arab
Emirates (UAE) and Qatar. It begins with an explanation
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why oil-dependent economies in the Middle East have
aggressively approached Japan in the second decade of
this century, then examine Japan’s economic relations with
Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates(UAE) and Qatar
respectively, and finally future prospects and challenges of
those bilateral economic interactions.
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