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Abstract

National identity is central to the political order and ethnic politics, whether
between states or within a state, in the twenty-first century; this is, especially evident
in the case of Ukraine. The country has attempted to distance itself from Russia since
the collapse of the Soviet Union. However, Ukraine and Russia share a conflictual
relationship due to historical grievances and, linguistic, and religious differences, and
all of these issues are primarily rooted in a split in the national identity held by people

in Ukrainian.

Ukraine has a complex history; it had been under the rule of various regimes
from the era of the Kievan Rus' until its independence from Soviet Union. Over the
course of this long history, Ukrainian national identity in Ukraine has evolved from
nothing to something. During the Soviet era, national identity in Ukraine was
influenced by the interaction between the Soviet nationality policy and Ukrainian
nationalism, resulting in an ideological gap between the eastern and western regions
of Ukraine. In the post-Soviet era, Ukraine began the process of nation-building, but
Ukrainian society remains highly divided regarding questions of national identity.
Furthermore, the ineptitude of Ukraine’s ruling elite has led to civic revolutions and
movements. Nonetheless, although controversies remain in recent Ukrainian public

discoure, national identity is stabilizing.

This paper adopts the theoretical frameworks of social construction theory, social

identity theory, and historical institutionalism to analyze the evolution of Ukrainian

iv

DOI:10.6814/NCCU202101737



national identity over various historical periods. This paper also explores factors that
pull in different directions with regard to the future development of Ukrainian

national identity.
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University Press, 1999), 1.
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43 Thomas A. Schwandt, "Three Epistemological Stances for Qualitative Inquiry: Interpretivism,
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Denzin and Yvonna S. Lincoln (California: SAGE Publications Inc., 2000), 189-213.
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https://ukrainianweek.com/Society/2270647fbclid=IwAR1M7CgOJnxt7i15GacC7ZXpH6q2TY5 YdeO
eG_iNBRj9URmGUXeqF- 1-Ns (2019), accessed: Mar. 26, 2021.
2 John G. Adair, David Bélanger, and Kenneth L. Dion, Advances in Psychological Science, Vol. 1:
Social, Personal, and Cultural Aspects (Hove: Psychology Press, 1998), 250-51.
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