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Aboriginal Identity and Central-Local
Relations in Taiwan;

The Case of Pingpu

Chin-Wen Wu*

Abstract

This article begins with discussing the fight for recognition of the
identity of the Pingpu tribe in Tainan, and explores how the local
government, the central authority, and the courts have used legal
regulations to confirm or deny their status as a tribe, which has yet to be
recognized by the state. While it is clear that the household registration
plays a key role in recognizing one as an aboriginal in Taiwan, the
Pingpu tribe has stressed the importance of receiving protection equal to
that of other aboriginal groups, and argues that the nation should provide
them with the same affirmative action. However, the question remains
whether the authority to identify one as an aboriginal and to take
affirmative action solely belongs to the central government. This article
contends that the household registration of nationals by the central
government may not be a good way for recognizing aboriginals. Instead,
every local government should be allowed to set its own recognition
standard, and develop its proper policies for the aboriginal communities
at the local level.

KEYWORDS: aborigines, identity reorganization, affirmative action, local
autonomy.
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